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What is Phonics? 
Phonics is recommended as the first strategy that children
should be taught in helping them learn to read.

Words are made up from small units of sound called phonemes 
(44 different phonemes in English language). Phonics teaches 
children to be able to listen carefully and identify the phonemes 
that make up each word. This helps children to learn to read 
words and to spell words.
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General Phonics 
Glossary/Terminology

Phoneme: A single sound that can be made by one or more letters – e.g. s, k, z, of, ph, igh.

Grapheme: Written letters or a group of letters which represent one single sound (phoneme). In simple 
terms, it is what the sound looks like e.g. a, l, sh, air, ck

Digraph: Two letters which together make one sound e.g. ee, oa, ea, ch, ay

Trigraph: Three letters which together make one sound e.g. igh, ear, air, ure, 

Blending: Saying the individual sounds that make up a word and then merging or blending the 
sounds together to say the word – used when reading. c-a-t cat sh – ee-p sheep

Segment: This is the opposite of blending (see above). Splitting a word up into individual sounds –
used when spelling and writing.

Pure sound: Pronouncing each letter sound clearly and distinctly without adding additional sounds 
to the end e.g. ‘f’ not ‘fuh.’



Scheme –
Little Wandle Letters and Sounds
This academic year all schools have been asked to purchase a (SSP) 
Systematic, Synthetic, Phonics scheme. 

We have subscribed to Little Wandle Letter and Sounds. 

The reason for the change is to provide schools with planning, 
assessments and resources to support the teaching of Phonics. 

To assess phonic knowledge we use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
assessments. 

At the end of Year 1 children sit a phonics screening test where they are 
assessed on their recognition of the 44+ phonemes, their ability to 
segment and blend sounds together and also read pseudo words 
(nonsense/alien words). If they do not pass the test in Year 1 they are 
reassessed at the end of Year 2.



Structure of a lesson
Review 
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Strategies 
▪Sound talk 

▪Sound buttons 

▪Blend in your head



Letter names and sounds
When children read we want them to use the letter sounds but 
when a child is spelling after Phase 3 we want them to use 
the letter names. 

cat                CAT





Resources 




